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ABBREVIATIONS 


sata 
ABM anti-ballistic missile 
ACCJ American Chamber of Commerce in Japan 
ADB Asian Development Bank 
ADRs american depositary receipts 
AEC Atomic Energy Commission 
AIDS acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
ANC African National Congress 
AP Associated Press 
APEC Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
ASDF Air Self-Defense Force 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
AWACS Airbome Warming and Control System 
i e 
BIS Bank of International Settlements 
BOJ Bank of Japan 
sl cic 
CAPTAIN Character and Pattern Telephone Access Information 
Network 
CATV community antenna television 
CB covertible bond 
CCD charge-coupled device 
CD certificate of deposit 
CFCs chlorofluorocarbons 
CHONGRYUN General Association of Korean Residents in Japan 
CIA Central Intelligence Agency 
CIS Commonwealth of Independent States 
CP commercial paper 
CTBT Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
CWAJ College Women’s Association in Japan 
att sien 
DAT digital audio tape 
DEA Drug Enforcement Administration 
DPJ Democratic Party of Japan 
DRAMs dynamic random-access memories 
— 
EBRD European Banks for Reconstruction and Development 
EC European Communities 
ECOSOC Economic and Social Council 
EDTV extended-definition television 
EFTA European Free Trade Association 
EMS European Monetary System 
EPA Economic Planning Agency 
ERM European Exchange Rate Mechanism 
ESA European Space Agency 
ESCAP U.N. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
EU European Union 
= 
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization 
FBI Federal Bureau of Investigation 
FCCJ Foreign Correspondents’ Club of Japan 
FDA Food and Drug Administration 
FRB Federal Reserve Board 


FTC Fair Trade Commission 
nin sii 
GAO General Accounting Office 
GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
GCC Gulf Cooperation Council 
GDP Gross domestic product 
GENSUKIN Japan Congress Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs 
GENSUIKYO Japan Council Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs 
GM General Motors Corp. 
GNP Gross national product 
GSDF Ground Self-Defense Force 
ee 
HDTV High-definition television 
HFCs Hydrofluorocarbons 
HIV human immunodeficiency virus 
a 
IAA International Association of Art 
IAEA International Atomic Energy Agency 
IATA International Air Transport Association 
IOCT Institute for New Generation Computer Technology 
ICPR International Commission on Radiological Protection 
IDU Internationa! Democrat Union 
IEA International Energy Agency 
IFC International Finance Corp. 
liSS International Institute for Strategic Studies 
ILO International Labor Organization 
IMF International Monetary Fund 
INTELSAT International Telecommunications Satellite Organization 
INTERPOL International Criminal Police Organization 
IOC International Olympic Committe 
IPI International Press Institute 
IRA irush Republic Army 
IWC International Whaling Commission 
IVANS International Value-Added Networks 
sting eum 
JAA Japan Artistis’ Association 
JAAF Japan Amateur Athletic Federation 
JAIA Japan Automobile Importers’ Association 
JAIDO Japan International Development Organization 
JAMA Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association 
JAMSTEC Japan Maritime Science and Technology Center 
JANCPEC Japan National Committee for Pacific Economic 
Cooperation 
JASA Japan Amateur Sports Association 
JATA Japan Association of Travel Agents 
JCCI Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
JCP Japan Communist Pary 
JET Japan Exchange and Teaching Program 
JETRO Japan External Trade Organizaition 
JICA Japan International Cooperation Agency 
JICHIRO (ZENNIHON JICHIDANTAI RODOKUMIAI) ALL Japan Pre- 
fectural and Municipal Workers’ Union 
JOC Japan Olympic Committee 
— a 
KANKEIREN (KANSAI KEIZAl RENGOKAI) Kansai Economic Federa- 
tion 
KEDO Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization 
KEIDANREN (KEIZAI DANTAI RENGOKAI) Japan Federation of Eco- 
nomic Organizations 
KEIZAI DOYUKAI Japan Association of Corporate Executives 
a 


- LBO leveraged buyout 


LDP Liberal Democratic Party 
LSI large-scale integration 

-a 
M&A merger and acquisition 
MIA missing in action 
MIPRO Manufactured Imports Promotion Organization 
MITI Ministry of International Trade and Industry 
MOSS Market-Oriented, Sector-Selective 
MPD Metropolitan Police Department 
MSDF Martime Self-Defense Force 

— 
NAFTA North American Free Trade Agreement 
NASA National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
NASDA National Space Development Agency 
NASDAQ National Association of Securities Dealers Automated 


Quotations 
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NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization | 
NGO nongovernmental organization 


_. NHK (NIHON HOSO KYOKAI) Japan Broadcasting Corp. 


NICHIBENREN (NIHON BENGOSHI RENMEl) Japan Federation of 
Bar Associations 
NIEs Newly Industrializing Economies 
NIKKEIREN (NIHON KEIEISHA DANTAI RENMEI) Japan Federation 
of Employers’ Associations 
NIKKYOSO (NIHON KYOSHOKUIN KUMIAI) Japan Teachers’ Union 
NPA National Police Agency 
NPO nonprofit organization 
NTT Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corp. 
NYMEX New York Mercantile Exchange 
NYSE New York Stock Exchange 
= 
OAPEC Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting ourtiies 
OAS Organization of American States 
OAU Organization of African Unity 
OCCI Osaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
ODA Official Development Assistance 
OECD Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
OECF Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund 
OPEC Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
OSI open systems’ interconnection 
OTC over-the-counter 
PCBs polychlorinated bipheny!| 
PECC Pacific Economic Cooperation Conference 
PEN Poets and playwrights, Essayists and editors, and Novelists 
PKF Peace Keeping Forces 
PKO Peace Keeping Operation 
PLO Palestine Liberation Organization 
POWs prisoners of war 
— pa 
R&D research and development 
RENGO (ZENNIHON MINKAN RODOKUMIAI RENGOKAI) Japanese 
Private Sector Trade Union Confederation 
ROK Republic of Korea 
j —_ S — 
SAS Scandinavian Airlines System 
SDF Self-Defense Forces 
SDI Strategic Defense Initiative 
SDP Social Democratic party 
SESC Securities and Exchanges Surveillance Commission 
SHIN RENGO (NIHON RODOKUMIAI SORENGO-KAI) Japanese 
Trade Union Confederation 
SHITETSU-SOREN (NIHON SHITETSU RODOKUMIAI 
SORENGO-KAI) General Federation of Private Railway 
Workers Unions of Japan 
SNF Short-Range Nuclear Force 
~ SOR synchrotron orbit radiation 
STA Science and Technology Agency 
START Strategic Arms Reduction Talks 
mt ae 
‘TCCI Tokyo Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
TOPIX Tokyo stock price index 
TRISTAN transposable ring-intersecting storage accelerator in Nippon 
TRON the realtime operating system nucleus 
TSE Tokyo Stock Exchange 
ee 
UAE United Arab Emirates 
U.K. United Kingdom 
U.N. United Nations 
UFO unidentified flying object 
ULSIs ultra-large-scale integrated circuit chips 
UNC United Nations Command 
UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
UNEP United Nations Environment Program 
UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza- 
tion 
UNFPA United Nations Fund for Population Activities 
UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
UNMOVIC United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Com- 
mission 
UNSC United Nations Security Council 
UPI United Press International 


USTR U.S. Trade Representative 
UV-B ultraviolet-B 
ane * eee 
VAT Value-Added Tax 
VCRs videocassette recorders 
VOA Voice of America 
VTRs videotape recorders 
— W— 
WHO World Health Organization 
WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization 
WTO World Trade Organization 
WWE World Wide Fund for Nature 
al sien 
ZENCHU (ZENKOKU NOGYO KUMIAI CHUOKAI) Central Union of 
Agricultural Cooperatives 
ZENGINKYO (ZENKOKU GINKO KYOKAIl) Japanese Bankers Asso- 
ciation 
ZENNO (ZENKOKU NOGYO KYODO KUMIAI RENGOKAI) Federation 
of Agricultural Cooperative Associations | 


Major News of March 2006 


March 1 (Wednesday) 


Front Page News 
DPJ’s Nagata apologizes but not for allegations 


At least 1,300 Iraqis killed since bombing of mosque 
last week 
U.S. wants Japanese civilians in Iraq after SDF exit 
There’s ‘no going back’ on enrichment: Tehran 
Mottaki urges Japan participation to show Iran’s 
atomic goal is benign 
Toshiba, Orix scrap plan for coal-fired power plant 
Domestic News 
Man tied to second illicit boat sale to South (p2) 
Aomori housing execs ordered to pay in “Chilean 
geisha’ case (p2) 
Panel backs larger administrative units to replace 
prefectures (p2) 
Cops let woman go after finding she’s Japanese (p2) 
Mixed unwed pair’s boy, 8, loses recognition as 
| Japanese (p2) 
Foreign News 
Thaksin backtracks as resignation ultimatum issued 


(p4) 
‘Pompeii of the East’ found in Indonesia (p4) 
Poultry import bans are an overreaction to bird flu: 
expert (p5) 
Death, torture of Jewish man stuns neighbors (p6) 
‘Da Vinci Code’ court case opens (p7) 
Business News 
MUFG to raise capital for state debt repayment (p8) 
Inflation target a bad idea, Yosano says (p8) 
Industrial production increased 0.3% in January (p8) 
Sports News 
Hide: Japan can go all the way in Germany (p19) 
-Tokuyama retains belt on decision (p19) 
Japan aiming for top spot in first round of World 
Baseball Classic (p20) 
Editorial 
Race against bird flu speeds up (p16) 


March 2 (Thursday) 

Front Page News 
Iraq could ignite regional war: Negroponte 
Burned Livedoor investors huddle to weigh options 
45% of A-bomb survivors have thyroid disease: study 
Strife-ridden JAL removes Shinmachi from its helm 
Tens of thousands rally in New Delhi to protest Bush 

ahead of India visit 

Domestic News 
Roh raps constitutional change (p2) 
Efforts fail to save whale pod beaching in Chiba (p2) 
LDP panel OKs expat vote expansion (p2) 


World must allow Iran’s uranium program: Mottaki 
(p2) 
DPJ figures e-mail fiasco is over; LDP begs to differ 
(p2) 
Foreign News 
China fearful of Taiwanese intentions as Olympics 
approach (p4) 
Death threats drive Shiite families from Iraq Sunni 
villages (p5) 
Violence rips across Baghdad after curfew (p5) 
Cartoons ran in 143 papers in 56 countries: study (p6) 
Business News 
Management strife threatens JAL’s dominance (p8) 
China whipped past Japan in wind power in ’05: 
report (p8) 
JR East gives fastest train on rails test run for media 
(p8) 
Murakami’s Hanshin stake tops 45% (p8) 
Sports News 
Arakawa says winning gold is dream come true (p20) 
Nakata to the rescue as Japan ties Bosnia (p22) 
Editorial 
‘Black eye’ for Philippine democracy (p12) 


March 3 (Friday) 
Front Page News 
Iraq suspect admits beheading hostage 
China to start pumping gas from thorny Chunxiao site 
India, U.S. shake hands on nuclear deal 
Russia, Iran fail to break nuclear impasse 
Nagata now admits e-mail was fake, faces Diet 
discipline 
Lower House approves ¥80 trillion fiscal budget 
Domestic News 
Takushoku ex-board must pay ¥4 billion (p2) 
U.S. KC-130 relocation mulled (p2) 
Be wary of China threat, NPA tells teck exporters (p2) 
Public OK needed to expand overseas service: NHK 
chief (p2) 
Foreign News 
Glam rocker Glitter denies child sex charges at 
Vietnam trial (p4) 
Australia’s Howard celebrates 10 years in power (p4) 
Warming helps boost bug threat to forests (p6) 
USSR ordered slaying of pope: report (p6) 
Business News 
JAL plan aims at turnaround (p8) 
Kansas lawmaker gets impatient with beef ban (p8) 
BOJ hopes to dull long-term rate spikes (p8) 
Japanese automakers sweep Consumer Reports awards 
list (p8) 
Northwest and Delta fail to get deals with pilots (p9) 
Skilling, others lied about the finances of Enron: 


witness (p10) 
Sports News 
Ai fights through (p13) 
Final hurdles cleared (p15) 
WBC is Japan’s chance for international success (p15) 
Editorial 
Trying too hard to get ahead (p16) 


March 4 (Saturday) 
Front Page News 
CPI registers third increase in a row 
Guinness lists Yokohama family’s four-generation 
shared birthday 
Snowfall can’t match Antarctic meltdown 
DPJ may sue source of bogus e-mail that blew up in 
its face 
Iraqi parties ratchet up efforts to block al-Jaafari 
Chimp, human altruism linked 
Domestic News 
Most women born from ’71 to ’74 childless at 30 (p2) 
Hotel reopens after quake-proofing (p2) 
Banned insecticides finding way to Japan’s shores, air 
(p2) 
Top school fouls out over booze (p2) | 
School refuses Asahara son entry (p2)- 
Foreign News | 
Protests against Bush leave one dead, dozens hurt (p4) 
Philippines state of emergency called off (p4) 
Bush contends torture allowed at Guantanamo (p5) 
_Traq death squads take high toll: ex-envoy (p5) 
Senate approves Patriot Act renewal after restrictions 
added (p5) 
France sued for wartime seizure of Jews’ property (p6) 
Nurse who killed at least 29 patients gets life (p6) 
Business News 
Jobless rate edged up to 4.5% in January (p8) 
FSA penalizes KEB for illegal remittances (p8) 
Toyota, GM to end joint research on fuel-cell auto (p8) 
U.S. lawmaker urges foreigners sell key assets (p10) 
Sports News 
Return of Yanagisawa, Ono good move for all 
concerned (p18) 
Powerful Reds, Autuori’s Antlers favorites to take 
Gamba’s title (p19) 
Japan pounds China (p20) 
Editorial 
Revamping Japanese ODA (p14) 


March 5 (Sunday) 

Front Page News 
Softbank looks to acquire Japan unit of Vodafone 
‘Lot of work’ still to do on al-Qaida: Bush 
New Komeito chief to quit in October 


China’s military budget to reach $35 billion in ’06 
Japanese and U.S. researchers team up to save 
endangered bird 
Japan may hire controversial firm to dismantle camp 
in Iraq 
Iraq Parliament to meet amid rising violence 
Domestic News 
Police officer leaks info on 1,500 people on Net (p2) 
20 years in prison eyed for fatal building defects (p2) 
Guam urges Japan to pay 75% of marines’ move (p2) 
Maehara apologizes to local chapters over e-mail (p2) 
‘Koizumi children’ to draft bill promoting ecotourism 
(p2) 
Foreign News 
Thai opposition rejects Thaksin compromise; boycott 
still on (p3) 
Secret program in U.S. hides public papers (p4) 
Bribe-taking U.S. lawmaker gets prison (p4) 
U.S. judge issues first order to release detainee 
information under new law (p4) 
Hamas refuses to budge on Israel despite pressure 
from Russia (p5) 
Drug makers found not doing promised followups: 
FDA (p7) 
‘Cell-phone bandit’ sentenced to 12 years (p7) 
Business News 
Business picks up trends from Net word of mouth (p8) 
BlackBerry users relieved as maker settles patent 
lawsuit (p8) 
Fraud scandals end era of rock star chief financial 
officers (p9) 
Sports News 
Arakawa delights home crowd (p19) 
Japan books WBC Round 2 berth (p20) 
Gamba, Urawa share spoils in J. League opener (p20) 
Editorial 
Red hats and purple dresses (p12) 


March 6 (Monday) 
Front Page News 
China to focus on rural poverty 
GM to shed Suzuki shares under restructuring plan 
Guantanamo papers show weak cases on detainees 
Bush to curb leaks of classified info; journalists, 
government sources eyed 
Domestic News 
Iwakuni gets ready for base vote (p2) 
Kepco to scrap plans for reactor in Kyoto (p2) 
DPJ execs deny leadership race will be moved up (p2) 
Brits in ’34 feared Japan used Sea Scouts to mask 
espionage (p2) 
Livedoor shareholders prepare suit (p2) 
Foreign News 


China told to curb corruption, inefficiency (p3) 

South Korean premier apologizes (p3) 

Papers detail Guantanamo inmates (p4) 

Olmert said to plan partial withdrawal from West 

Bank (p7) 

Russia not a strategic partner: U.S. panel (p8) 

‘Brokeback Mountain’ named best film (p9) 
Sports News 

Nippon Paper captures first title (p21) 

Pioneer grabs V. League crown (p21) 

Niida holds on to retain WBA title (p21) 

Lee’s homer lifts South Korea over Japan (p22) 


Editorial 
Long-term costs of education reform (p18) 


March 7 (Tuesday) 
Front Page News 
Police chief convicted of death coverup 
‘Crash’ takes best picture in Oscar upset 
Iraq’s new Parliament to start work on March 12 
Deep pockets unlikely to end China’s rural poverty 
Domestic News 
Mob tie probed in street stabbing (p2) 
DPJ eyes apology ads in papers to atone for slandering 
Takebe’s son (p2) 
Red Army founder appeals ruling (p2) 
Japanese hostage’s killer faces charges in Iraq (p2) 
Foreign News 
Thaksin shrugs off 100,000-strong rally (p4) 
Thousands flee worst Pakistan border bloodshed in 
two years (p4) 
Detainees in Iraq still tortured: Amnesty (p5) 
IAEA chief clings to hope of deal on Iran nuke 
program (p5) 
‘Moderate’ Hamas rejects support of al-Qaida deputy 
leader (p5) 
2004 proved watershed for campaign fundraising (p6) 
Five Nobel laureates back proposal for new UNCHR 
(p6) 
Numbers of fat children to soar worldwide by 2010: 
study (p8) 
Dinosaur-extinction theorist wins prize (p8) 
Business News 
GM plans to slash Suzuki stake (p10) 
Capital spending jumps 9.5% (p10) 
Tokyo hopes that gas field talks in China see progress 
(p10) 
AT&T reaches for BellSouth (p11) 
U.S. may curb salmon fishing in ocean (p11) 
Sports News 
Boys in Blue to face Malta (p19) 
Editorial 
A battle that has barely begun (p13) 


March 8 (Wednesday) 
Front Page News 
Another architect fakes design strength 
Let foreign firms also donate, LDP urges 
Mercury group brands sushi a health hazard 
JAL’s biggest union likely to accept 10% wage cut 
Russia says all systems go for ‘Dice-K’ 
Deadlock delays start of Iraq’s new Parliament 
Pyongyang freighter suspected of ’90s sarin load 
raided 
Domestic News 
High levels of mercury found in beached whales (p2) 
Hostage beheaded in Iraq ‘not tortured’ (p2) 
Minorities call for strong antidiscrimination legislation 
(p2) 
Bill to fingerprint, photograph foreigners advances 
(p2) 
Cabinet OKs lost-and found database (p2) 
Town eyes law to quiet ‘noisy old lady’ (p2) 


Foreign News 
Pakistan calls for business as usual as violence ebbs 


(p4) 
Gang rape case did little to end South Asia honor 
punishments (p4) 
Tribal chiefs form new front against al-Zarqawi’s 
insurgents (p5) 
Israel prepared to kill Hamas prime minister if attacks 
resume (p5) 
Moussaoui’s lies led to 9/11 deaths: prosecutors (p5) 
Business News 
Japan, China to study opposing gas-field plans (p8) 
Full reply to beef query not in offing (p8) 
U.S. home boom cools, ending five-year rally (p9) 
Typical American family’s finances a sobering piece 
of reality (p9) 
Sports News 
Central League to add playoffs (p20) 
Kimura thinks outside the box as chairman of new 
hoop circuit (p20) 
Editorial — 
On the brink of civil war (p16) 


March 9 (Thursday) 

Front Page News 
Japan rejects China’s Senkaku gas offer 
Pyongyang to deploy missiles that threaten U.S. in 


Pacific 
Jenkins talks of North’s missiles, Soga mom’s fate 
Holy sites cordoned after blasts in India 
Washington stations commandos in embassies around 
world: NYT 
Iran sending forces into Iraq: Rumsfeld 
Domestic News 


U.S. eyes ‘trilateral’ military cooperation (p2) 
Poisoning case now in family court (p2) 

Park tells Koizumi to show leadership (p2) 
Tokyo pursues 2016 Olympics bid (p2) 

Teen faces criminal trial for slaying (p2) 


Foreign News 
China ‘could break’ Taiwan with trade war (p4) 


North Korea sees no return to talks under duress (p4) | 


Annan under fire over overhaul plan for United 
Nations (p5) 

Bus filled with bodies found in Iraqi capital (p5) 

More U.S. women swapping office satchels for diaper 
bags (p6) 

Illegal immigrant population in U.S. increases to an 
estimated 12 million (p6) 

Business News 

Loans up after eight-year pause (p8) 

Coincident index continues its high (p8) 

Toshiba, Canon put off new TVs (p8) 

PS3 delay seen hitting game software suppliers (p8) 

NYSE becomes a publicly traded entity (p9) 

GM slashing retirement plans (p10) | 


Sports News 
Book bombshell: Bonds using steroids since 1998 


(p22) 
Ulsan tops Verdy in Champions (p22) 
Veteran writer Wiggins honored with FSAJ award 
(p22) 
Editorial 
Turbulent times for JAL (p12) 


March 10 (Friday) 
Front Page News 
BOJ lifts ultraloose policy 
U.S., Japan test interceptor missile 
Aso in gaffe again refers to Taiwan as ‘country’ 
Iraqi gunmen storm security office, take 50 company 
workers hostage 
War spurs effort to regrow body parts 
Domestic News 
Trial opens in Nishimura lawyer scandal (p2) 
GSDF suicides watched for postdeployment link (p2) 
Domestic violence reports ballooned to record in 2005 
(p2) 
NHK should raise money for foreign service by ads: 
panel (p2) 
Iraqi indicted over 2004 execution (p2) 
Teen boy held in fatal condo blaze (p2) 
Foreign News 
Missile tests show N. Korea poses global threat, says 


U.S. (p4) 
U.S. nights report hits Iran, Syria, spares Israel, Saudis 


(p5) 


Muslim clerics feud on how to handle the West (p5) 
Nuclear energy gets second look but risks remain (p6) 
Business News 
China in tit for tat snubs Japan gas-drilling plan (p8) 
What will policy shift spell? (p8) 
China: No foreign high-speed rail tech (p8) 
Fuji TV will sue Livedoor but may try to sell stake 
first (p8) 
OPEC quota stays near 25-year-high; Iran ambiguous 
over crude exports (p9) 
Sports News 
Hargrove willing to hear Ichiro out (p12) 
Arakawa pulls out of worlds (p13) 
Kameda KOs Mexican boxer (p13) 


Editorial 
Nuclear principle vs. pragmatism (p16) 


March 11 (Saturday) 
Front Page News 
North Korea missiles take ‘leap forward’ 


Koizumi’s crowning bill gets government OK 
Japan submits plan to level U.N. dues 
UNSC reform not priority now: Bolton 
_ Aeon seeks to add banking operations to supermarkets 
by ’07 
Saturn moon may have pockets of water 
Domestic News 
Slave labor was wrong but no redress: judge (p2) 
Wife charged in murder try, faces in-law slaying probe 
‘(p2) 
Substitute prison reform bill gets OK (p2) 
Imperial succession reform left off Diet session 
agenda (p2) 
Foreign News 
Pakistani forces claim success in battle against ‘new 
Taliban’ (p4) 
Dubai-owned company drops U.S. ports plan (p5) 
U.S. to close down Abu Ghraib prison (p6) 
U.N. workers give Annan thumbs down (p7) 
Tear gas fired at Sorbonne as students decry job bill 
(p7) 
‘Rat-squirrel’ reappears after 11 million years (p8) 
Business News 
Investment associations to face tighter controls (p10) 
Kyocera to keep ‘Osaka’ in dome name (p10) 
Rate hikes to help depositors little, borrowers less 


(p10) — 
102 join list of the world’s billionaires (p16) 


Sports News 


Mao beaten by Kim for world junior title (p24) 


Editorial 
Political storm batters U.S. ports (p20) 


March 12 (Sunday) 
Front Page News 
U.S. to return part of Yokota airspace 


Milosevic dies in U.N. jail in Holland 

Spacecraft begins Mars orbit 

Report slams New Delhi on nuclear track record 

Republican activists gather, look ahead to ’08 race 

Domestic News 

Boeing glances at Japan for help on laser plane (p2). 

Nintendo fanatics snap up DS Lites following delay 
(p2) 

Corruption clause offends touchy Turkish parliament 
(p2) 

Internet suicide pacts keep nation’s social woes in 
spotlight (p2) 

U.S. asks Japan to restart beef imports (p2) 


Foreign News 
China’s ‘New Deal’ faces challenges in countryside 


(p3) 
GOP lawmakers seek role screening foreign buyers 
(p4) 
Kidnapped U.S. activist is found dead in Iraq (p4) 
London bomber once worked for government: paper 
(p5) 
Foundation flaw ‘caused’ flood in New Orleans (p6) 
Oil leak is largest ever in Alaska’s North Slope (p6) 
Business News 
Fallout from port deal not likely (p8) 
Bordeaux in upheaval over new wine techniques (p8) 
Revival of WTO talks sought by key ministers (p8) 
LSE rejects Nasdaq takeover bid (p9) 
Sports News 
Tochiazuma inspired in quest by Arakawa (p18) 
Three homers not enough for Japan (p20) 
Tulio turns on the style to give Ono happy return to 
Reds (p20) 
Editorial 
A tribute to a brave soul (p12) 


March 13 (Monday) 
Front Page News 

Iwakuni voters reject realignment plan 

Iran sends dual signs on Russian proposal 

Death of Milosevic leaves loose strings 

U.S. fears mad cow case; Japan talks seen unaffected 
Domestic News 

U.S. to give back Okinawa facilities (p2) 


‘Japanese’ man wrongly held eight years in Bahamas 
freed (p2) 
New mayor arrested over vote-buying (p2) 


Nishimura rejects resignation calls (p2) 
New Kitakyusyu Airport opens (p2) 
Foreign News 


India Hindus, Muslims rise above conflict (p3) 
Milosevic’s death cheats history, stymies full record of 
atrocities (p4) 
Iraqi premier refuses demands to quit (pS) 
Chile swears in the first woman to be president (p6) 
Paper finds CIA employees, workplaces via Net (p7) 
France seeks to defuse job anger (p8) 
Sports News 
New stars emerge to crank up the power for Japan 
(p18) 
Kozuka comes from behind to win (p19) 
Hiroyama wins in Nagoya for first full marathon title 
(p20) 
Editorial 
BOJ’s intentions must be clear (p16) 


March 14 (Tuesday) 
Front Page News 
TSE elects to delist Livedoor 
Lightning-hit man, twice denied redress, wins bid for 
retrial 
Expert says Milosevic gave himself wrong drugs to 
flee Hague 
Iwakuni vote won’t halt U.S. move: Abe 
Attacks on Baghdad slum kill 48 as leaders announce 
talks 
Domestic News 
JR West not liable for rampage (p2) 
System targets bioterror, flu threats (p2) 
Koizumi plans to visit Bush in U.S. in June (p2) 
Fujimori to wed hotelier before poll (p2) 
Prisoners held for years in death row ‘purgatory’ (p3) 
Net boards venue for faceless rightists (p3) 
Foreign News 
China approves maglev plus Beijing-Shanghai bullet 
train (p4). 
Ban cuts deaths at Lahore kite festival (p4) 
China plans to ban organ trade after Japan, Malaysia 
media report deaths (p4) 
Handsome Bangladeshis abusing visas: Malaysia (p4) 
Former arms inspector says it may be too late to stop 
Iran (p5) 
Al-Sadr blames al-Qaida in bombings (p5) 
Senator eyes censuring Bush over domestic wiretap 
episode (p6) 
Chavez trots out Venezuela’s new flag (p6) 
Business News 
Final Livedoor directors of Horie era to resign (p10) 
Quarter GDP revised to 1.3% (p10) 
Meiji University wins BOJ brain-storming contest 
(p10) 
AGL makes big counterbid for suitor Alinta (p11) 
McClatchy to buy Knight-Ridder (p11) 


Sports News 

USA edges Japan after call controversy (p20) 
Editorial 

Breathing room for detainees (p13) 


March 15 (Wednesday) 
Front Page News 
Moscow plans to sell nuclear fuel to India 
Market to have more say on yuan: Wen 
New U.S. mad cow case won’t affect talks: Japan 
Horie, four colleagues dealt new charges 
First MSDF women join Indian Ocean tour 
Domestic News 
Teens linked to torching death of homeless man (p2) 
30 A-bomb survivors apply for radiation illness 
benefits (p2) 
Skymark maintenance oversight draws scrutiny (p2) 
Court hits reporter’s refusal to reveal source (p2) 
Huser chief faces bankruptcy action (p2) 
_ Trio’s bid-rigging charges grow (p3) 
Foreign News 
Thaksin threatens martial law as protests grow (p4) 
South Korea’s Lee steps down over golf scandal (p4) 
- Seoul men go for nips, tucks (p4) 
Israeli troops storm Jericho jail to seize militants (p5) 
Construction begins on N.Y. 9/11 memorial (p6) 
Business News 
New chief vows to steady JAL (p8) 
Aeon completes takeover of Origin ‘bento’ chain (p8) 
How will delisting impact Livedoor? (p8) 
Knight Ridder takeover risks surmountable (p10) 
Sports News 
Mao may move overseas to train (p19) 
Japan set to protest ‘loss’ to Team USA (p20) 
Nakamura thrashed by Henin-Hardenne (p20) 
Editorial 
Asbestos aid falls short (p16) 


March 16 (Thursday) 
Front Page News 
Firms on a roll OK first raises since ’01 
U.S. offers SDF first ‘full-time’ offshore site 
Fuji TV eyes Usen offer on Livedoor 
Massacre dead listed among grads 
U.S., Russia push for global network on nuclear 
energy 
Asahara’s right-hand man Niimi loses death penalty 
appeal 
Domestic News 
Latest Yasukuni lawsuit rejected (p2) 
Airport security code leak hits ANA (p2) 
Complex sold by Huser combed for evidence (p2) 
DPJ runs apologies in six newspapers for e-mail fiasco 


(p2) 
‘Lay’ judges harsher than pros on minor killers (p3) 
Foreign News 
Scandal over golfing gaffe grips politics in S. Korea 
(p4) 
Thaksin considers stepping aside ‘temporarily’ (p4) 
Mideast on edge after Israelis snatch militants (p5) 
Milosevic’s funeral will be in hometown, party 
officials say (p5) 
BBC to retain public funding under government plan 
(p6) 
CQOZ2 hits record level in atmosphere (p6) 
Business News 
Wage increases reflect growing pay disparity (p8) 
Nissan boasts system to prevent rear-ending cars (p8) 
Sony delays release of PS3 to November (p8) 
Camera, electric goods chain Doi preparing to call it 
quits (p8) 
Brokerages placed 14,000 erroneous orders last year 
(p8) 
Sports News | 
Fukuhara switches to Guangdong (p21) 
Japan downs Mexico (p22) 
Arakawa’s strong will is key to her success on world 
Stage (p22) 
Editorial 
Justice for Milosevic’s victims (p12) 


March 17 (Friday) 


Front Page News 
Usen chief to buy Fuji’s Livedoor stake 


Horie starting to confess his guilt, prosecutors say 

Global warming reaches ‘tipping point’ 

Two U.S. firms jockey for Vodafone Japan unit 

Foreign scholars start blog about Sino-Japanese 
disputes 

Oil firms adjust footing amid Iran’s nuclear follies 

Domestic News 

418 schools have asbestos woes (p2) 

Four teens held over fatal torching of homeless man 
(p2) 

Youth to be tried as adult in slaying (p2) 

Japan returns Korean war monument (p3) 

‘Stand, sing’: Metro board of ed (p3) 

Foreign News 

Thaksin returns to rebellious Bangkok amid poll 
doubts (p4) 

U.S. tags Iran as top threat, retains option of 
pre-emption (p5) 

U.N. creates rights panel; U.S. votes no (p6) 

Dinosaur fossil sets feathers flying (p7) 

International child porn ring busted over live videos 


(p7) 


Business News 
UFJ NICOS, Visa tie up on payments via mobiles (p8) 
Kitakyusyu opens new 5-2 a.m. airport with high 
expectations (p8) 
Toyota launches first Lexus hybrid engine-equipped 
(p8) 
TSE reorganizing to fix system woes (p8) 
Gates mocks Google-backed MIT $100 laptop project 
(p9) 
Sports News 
S. Korea stifles Japan (p12) 
Harada to retire at end of season (p13) 


Editorial 
Foreign Ministry mind game (p16) 


March 18 (Saturday) 
Front Page News 
Softbank will buy Vodafone K.K. 
Japan’s 24th BSE case first in beef cow 
In court ruling flip-flop, NHK reporter can conceal 
source 
Seized Iraqi may have ID of ex-SDF security worker 
believed executed 
U.S. launches air offensive 
LDP OKs sanctions bill targeting North Korea rights 
abuses 
Universe expanded rapidly following big bang: 
scientists 
Domestic News 
Skymark repair lapse scrutinized (p2) 
Lower House wants Nishimura to quit (p2) 
Three frost acidity laid to China mills (p2) 
U.S. sailor pleads guilty to Yokosuka slaying (p2) 
Absentee counsel chided in triple-jeopardy appeal (p2) 
World’s first hybrid train ready to go (p3) 


Foreign News 
Deeper issues involved in Thai ‘fight to the finish’ 


(p4) 
No poison found in Milosevic: tribunal (p5) 
Exodus of Africans has Europe on edge (p6) 
‘Sister Ping’ handed 35-year jail term for smuggling 
schemes (p6) 
Quarter of a million French protest new youth labor 
law (p6) 
Business News 
Insurers asked to clarify policies (p8) 
Meiji Yasuda Life to show breakdown in its profit (p8) 
Sony to begin selling Blu-ray Disc players in July (p8) 
G-8 ministers divided on energy solution (p9) 
General Motors raises 2005 loss by $2 billion (p10) 
Sports News 
JFA chief to make appeal to FIFA (p19) 
Japan on way to semis after Mexico tops U.S. (p20) 


Editorial 
Heed Iwakuni’s message (p16) 


March 19 (Sunday) 
Front Page News 
UNSC nears agreement on Iran statement 
Protesters mark Iraq war anniversary 
Prosecutors set to charge Livedoor’s accountants 
Pacific trio urges China to ‘pull weight’ 
Reaction to backbone excessive, Rice says 
Thousands gather to bid Milosevic farewell 
Domestic News 
Chicken farm operator held over obstruction (p2) 
Daughter, 58, held in mom’s arson death (p2) 
Agency fine-tunes cherry blossom forecasts (p2) 
LDP to propose ¥100 trillion asset selloff (p2) 
Foreign News 
Papua killings highlight obstacles to peace (p3) 
Bomb-making materials pass U.S. airport checks (p4) 
Hamas takes key posts in new Cabinet: officials (p5) 
U.S. Orthodox Church head orders probe of finance 
scam (p6) 
Spanish youths defy ban on mass drinking binges (p7) 
Business News | 
Google told to reveal Web sites, not search terms (p8) 
Format change puts iPod’s French future in doubt (p8) 
Wines sporting ‘critter’ labels are hot sellers (p9) 
Sports News 
Japan players primed for semi with S. Korea (p19) 
WEC experience has Tamura thinking big (p19) 
Editorial 
Speaking clearly in the Diet (p12) 


March 20 (Monday) 
Front Page News 
UNSC reform drive stalling 
Futenma relocation plan may change, coalition execs 
hint 
Mad Cow case highlights need for tracking system 
Postelection clashes feared as Belarus goes to the polls 
USS. troops turned former Iraq base into interrogation 
center, paper says 
Domestic News 
Koizumi gives talk to defense academy grads (p2) 
Three truck execs are charged over false registrations 
(p2) 
Jasdaq data leak blamed on Winny (p2) 
Half of big firms to hire more grads in ’07: survey 
(p2) 
Crown Prince takes trip to Mayan ruins (p2) 
Foreign News 
North Korean family defects to South by boat (p3) 
Indian judge gives two U.K. pedophiles 6 years (p3) 


French unions eye strike over jobs plan (p4) 
Belarus isolated by propaganda machine (p5) 
Serbia’s choice: re-embracing or recanting Milosevic 


legacy (p5) 
Farmers called key to world water crisis (p8) 


Sports News 
Japan beats S. Korea for final berth (p20) 


Sharapova wins Pacific Life Open (p20) 


Editorial 
| Unfinished business for women (p16) 


March 21 (Tuesday) 


Front Page News 
Controllers acquitted in ’01 near-miss 


Iraq ravaged by ethnic, religious strife on third 
anniversary of U.S.-led invasion 
Bush marks three years since Iraq’s ‘liberation’ 
Veal blunder laid to bad communications 
Lukashenko re-elected in landslide; EU slams vote, 
: will boost sanctions 
Domestic News 
Asbestos-affected apply for relief (p2) 
Contractors hit by public works ban (p2) 
Local hire pocketed visa overcharges at Indonesian 
Embassy (p2) 
Skymark’s head office inspected over repair blunders 
(p2) 
Foreign News 
_§. Koreans view China, not North, as greatest threat 


(p4) 
Hamas announces new Cabinet (p5) 
Belarus on knife-edge as protesters gain confidence 
a 
Residents take stock in shattered Baghdad (p6) 
Pressure grows for Blair to go over sleaze row (p7) 
Solutions for water crisis sought (p8) 
Business News 
Softbank may prove worthy rival (p10) 
Nissan-Dongfeng R&D base in south China completed 
(p10) 
Tokyo condo market a brisk business (p10) 
China likely will press Putin on oil pipeline link (p11) 
Prudential rejects Aviva bid (p11) 
Sports News 
Celtic wins Cup (p18) 
Cuba confident going into WBC final against Japan 
(p20) 
Editorial 
Court misses the big picture (p13) 


March 22 (Wednesday) 


Front Page News 
Japan defeats Cuba to win first World Baseball Classic 


FBI ‘obstructed’ pre-9/11 investigation 
Saddam Hussein’s foreign minister was CIA source: 
NBC 
Koizumi, Nukaga reject big changes to base relocation 
plan 
Nissan will sell Volvo 13% of its truck unit 
The Japan Times enters 110th year 
Domestic News 
WEC said vindication for Japan-style baseball (p2) 
Two women climbers die of exposure (p2) 
Pyongyang urged Tokyo to meet with skyjacking 
fugitives (p2) 
Foreign News 
Australia begins clean-up after battering by Larry (p4) 
Protesters pour into Bangkok’s business district (p4) 
Russia, China sign gas deal but no oil word (p4) 
Baghdad doctors end strike but ban police (p6) 
First war crimes suspect faces trial at ICC (p7) 
Humans spur most extinctions since dinosaurs (p8) 
Japan Times Anniversary 
109 years have not changed our mission (p9) 
Our Raison d’Etre (p9) 
Newspaper passion turned into pastime (p9) 
Daily companion helps expats bridge gap (p9) 
Business News 
As airlines cut menus, hotels take dining higher (p10) 
Air travelers likely to lose 30 million bags in 2006. 
(p10) 
‘Near-sourced’ U.S. jobs land in tiny tech-savvy Costa 
Rica (p10) 
DuPont faces suits over health risks of Teflon, Benlate 
(p11) 
Sports News 
Mori out for season (p18) 
Oda, Lambiel top qualifying groups (p19) 
Japan faces difficulty in hosting later round games for 
2009 event (p20) 
Ichiro calls victory ‘greatest moment’ (p20) 


Editorial 
Addressing China’s challenges (p16) 


March 23 (Thursday) 
Front Page News 
Tehran gives green light to talk with U.S. 
Permanent ceasefire announced by ETA 
Government to honor baseball champs 
Bush suffers ‘senior moment’ during rowdy White 
House press conference 
Japan may freeze fresh aid to Palestinians 
Banker off hook in loan shark money-laundering 
Domestic News 
Nagata regrets false allegations (p2) 
High court upholds life term for Sendai clinic 


murderer (p2) 
NEC Engineering exec scammed ¥50 million: firm 
(p2) 
Saga assembly OKs MOX plan (p2) 
Visit Japan, sure, but info centers closing (p3) 
Foreign News 
China concerned over rule of U.S. forces in South 
Korea (p4) 
‘Disposable’ French youths seek steady jobs (p5) 
Water privatization loses ground at world summit (p8) 
EU bans over 90 airlines from European skies (p8) 
Business News 
LDP offers deficit-trimming tips (p10) 
Country club memberships seen heating up again 
(p10) 
Flat-panel TV boom returns Japan to electronics 
limelight (p10) 
TSE keeps Nishimuro at helm, fines Mizuho unit 
(p10) 
Microsoft delays to next year the consumer version of 
Vista (p11) 
China to raise car, oil taxes to help protect 
environment (p11) 
Sports News 
Hakuho shocks Asashoryu to take lead (p20) 
Joubert wins short program (p22) 
Top brass rejoice at baseball triumph (p22) 
Editorial 
Trilateral breakthrough Down Under (p14) 


March 24 (Friday) 
Front Page News 
Test demand sparks BSE battle in U.S. 
ANA domestic pilots stage one-day strike 
Police search Chongryun affiliate over ’80 abduction 
New yen loans to China are put on hold for now 
Al-Qaida makes inroads in Israel, Palestinian areas 
Domestic News 
Heart recipients’ hospital has China death-row link 
(p2) 
Court blocks deportation of activist (p2) 
Fishermen fail to halt reactor plan (p2) 
Tax break for families with kids eyed (p2) 
JAL misses jet check deadline, hit (p2) 
Foreign News 
‘Cancer Village’ reflects China’s pollution crisis (p4) 
Thais turn to the stars amid political turmoil (p4) 
Australia grants visas to Indonesian refugees (p4) 
Egypt to replace old emergency laws (p5) 
Scientists unlock key to human-human flu threat (p7) 
Business News 
Key commercial land prices up (p8) 


1%-2% inflation good for prices: BOJ member (p8) 


Usen chief considering Livedoor integration (p8) 
Asian workers riot at Dubai tallest-skyscraper project 
(p9) 
GM, Delphi reach crossroads with major cost cuts 
(p10) 
Sports News 
Suguri, Nakano solid as Cohen stumbles (p12) 
Ichiro, Otsuka sad to see teammates leave after WBC 
(p12) 
JOC slams self-indulgent athletes (p13) 
Editorial | 
Glory days for Japanese baseball (p16) 


March 25 (Saturday) 
Front Page News 
Court orders new reactor’s halt 
Nagata finally IDs magazine exec as e-mail 
middleman 
Hotline near for people who blow the whistle 
U.S. hires H.K. firm to run nuke detectors 
Nikko Cordial eyes Tokyo Star Bank 
Requests to build U.S. bases in Iraq raise concerns 
Domestic News 
Tottori to shelve ‘vague’ human rights ordinance (p2) 
METI backs off banning sale of used electrical goods 
(p2) 
Unit 731 exhibit to grow into peace, protest park (p2) 
Suginami Ward can’t just put willing residents’ info on 
Juki Net: court (p3) 
Foreign News 
ASEAN envoy abruptly cuts short Myanmar visit (p4) 
Woman minister tapped for S. Korean No. 2 spot (p4) 
Indonesia recalls envoy to Australia (p4) 
British-led forces rescue Western hostages in Iraq (p5) 
Riot police clear Minsk camp in night raid (p6) 
U.S. study urges push for adoption by gays (p8) 
Business News 
Court orders Hynix to halt sales (p10) 
U.S. suit won’t change beef trade rules: Nakagawa 
(p10) 
Rising demand triggers expansion of rare metal 
reserves (p10) 
Household assets hit ¥T.5 quadrillion (p10) 
Sports News 
Dodgers reassign Saito to camp (p23) 
Fuji Speedway to host F-1 in 2007 (p23) 
Editorial 
Shifting fortunes of “shunto’ (p20) 


March 26 (Sunday) 
Front Page News 
New Tokyo Tower to be built in Sumida 
Asteroids near Jupiter may have been Earth’s water 


source 
Police probe deaths of seven seniors in Toyama 
Russia gave intelligence on U.S. to Hussein: Pentagon 
Tehran just days from commencing uranium 
enrichment work: diplomats 
Domestic News 
Alleged U.S. leak irks Defense Agency (p2) 
Japan, China finance chiefs meet for talks (p2) 
Defense Agency probes leaks about China intel (p2) 
Foreign Ministry kept contracted studies secret (p2) 
Yurikamome Line completes extension (p2) 
Foreign News 
Epidemic-prone S.E. Asia ideal bioterrorist target: 
experts (p3) 
Australia-Indonesia ties cool after spat over visas for 
Papuans (p3) 
_ U.S. withdraws invite to critic of Musharraf (p3) 
Mars Orbiter returns its first images of planet (P7) 


Business News 
_ House prices in U.S. drop by largest amount in over 8 


years (p8) | 
Organic move to shake up retail world (p8) 
Late with releases, Microsoft may be victim of own — 
success (p9) 
Buyouts to cause further auto industry upheaval (p9) 
Aviva drops Prudential bid attempt (p9) 
Sports News 
Cohen claims short program (p20) 
Buffs black Seibu’s eye on Opening Day (p20) 
Skating wasn’t part of Mom’s original plan for Mao, 
Mai (p20) | 
Editorial 
A fair ruling in Britain (p12) 


March 27 (Monday) 
Front Page News 
Genkai, Saga grant request to burn MOX 


Ukraine opposition expects poll gains 
Asia’s top three join hands on 4G 
Rally paralyzes Bangkok shopping plaza 
Communist Party begins nationwide morality drive 
Domestic News 
Wrangling over Okinawa plan continues (p2) 
Relative contradicts surgeon’s explanation (p2) 
High-speed ferry service foiled by whale collisions 
(p2) 
Foreign News 
Sri Lankan sides ‘not committed’ (p3) 
Christian convert case has flaws: Afghan judge (p4) 
Israelis set for fateful election Tuesday (p6) 
Abbas OKs Hamas Cabinet, demands it accept his 
vision (p6) 
Controversial annual seal hunt begins in Canada amid 


protests (p7) 
Country music icon Buck Owens, who sold 16 million 
albums, dies at 76 (p7) 
Sports News 
Japan’s Heart’s Cry wins in Dubai (p19) 
Teen Meissner claims surprise gold (p20) 
Asashoryu beats Hakuho for 16th Cup (p20) 
Editorial 
China and Russia ready to deal (p16) 


March 28 (Tuesday) 
Front Page News 
Asahara death sentence appeal foiled 
Kanebo’s book-cooking execs avoid prison time 
Panel: If no spending cuts are taken, how about 22% 
sales tax by 2015? 
¥79.69 trillion budget with budget cap passed 
Okinawa base issue not cut and dried with locals 
Kiev’s pro- West parties eye tieup after whipping 
Domestic News 
Retrial denied in ’84 Shiga killing (p2) 
SDF establishes joint office for military operations 
(p2) 
Meat subsidy, tariff scams net Fujichiku chief 
eight-year term (p2) 
Elementary English to be mandatory (p2) 
Nakada re-elected in Yokohama (p2) 
Foreign News 
Thai opposition party escapes bomb attack (p4) 
New Myanmar capital stages show of force (p4) 
‘Iron Lady’ holds grip on Ukraine (p5) 
After Afghan court dismisses apostasy case, hundreds 
rally (p6) 
U.S. lawmakers spar over immigration reform (p7) 
Business News 
Big firms’ confidence off (p10) 
Online brokers upgrading (p10) 
FTC hits 44 bid-riggers with ¥13 billion in fines (p10) 
Overseas production ratio hit record high 16.2% in ’04 
(p10) 
Sports News 
Nakamura’s Celtic closes in on Scottish title (p18) 
Kokudo wraps up Asia League title (p19) 
Skater Arakawa makes triumphant return home (p20) 
Editorial 
Skating on thin ice (p13) 


March 29 (Wednesday) 

Front Page News ? 
Israelis head to polls in historic election 
Moussaoui says his 9/11 job was to hit White House 
Bill in works to officially allow military use of space 
Okinawa base opponents make a stand at Henoko 


Japan-ancestry visa seekers must show no criminal 
past 
Announcement 
Domestic News 
Doctor who failed to try to save boy’s life cleared (p2) 
Firms raided in floodgate bid-rigging (p2) 
North wants hands on activists in Japan (p2) 
Asahi boss’ son gets new drug charge (p2) 
Aneha’s wife dies in apparent suicide (p2) 
Foreign News 
Bangkok braces for chaos as Thaksin protests move to 
malls (p4) 
China issues new rules in bid to clamp down on 
human organ sales (p4) 
Law, society punish conversion from Islam (p6) 
French batten down hatches ahead of strike over jobs 
plan (p6) 
U.S. immigration debate intensifies (p7) 
Business News 
Japan, U.S. begin technical talks on beef (p8) 
Accounting firm’s undoing: Livedoor (p8) 
U.S. business worry over immigration limits (p9) 
China said to be No.1 in foreign reserves (p9) 
Sports News 
Japan’s Davis Cup team selected (p19) 
Editorial 
Japan’s paramedics in a straitjacket (p16) 


March 30 (Thursday) 
_ Front Page News 
Olmert wins mandate to reset borders 


A million protest new French labor law 
Japan steelmaking trio forge takeover defense 
Marines find hope in new diplomatic tool: English 
Japan drops plan to submit new UNSC reform bid 
Ruling slams unequal bias in paternity recognition 
Domestic News 
Textbooks given state makeover (p2) 
Diet summons Nagata-named e-mail go-between (p2) 
Fukuoka court dismisses Chinese slave labor lawsuit 
(p2) 
Kin OK’d euthanasia: doctor (p3) 
Foreign News 
Indian doctor, assistant jailed under sex-test law (p4) 
Ex-Liberia leader Taylor arrested, flown home (p5) 
U.S. students boost ‘people power’ protest (p6) 
Business News 
U.S. agrees to beef precautions (p8) 
Yahoo eyes SMBC alliance (p8) 
Rakuten, TBS to keep tieup negotiations going (p8) 
Fed raises rate, hints at further ‘policy firming’ (p9) 
Bluetooth wireless group OKs new ultrafast radio 
technology (p8) 


Sports News 

Mongolian Hakuho promoted to ozeki (p24) 
Editorial 

DPJ has dawdled long enough (p14) 


March 31(Friday) 
Front Page News 
Muraoka acquitted of hiding JDA check 
U.S. orders all ties with Hamas be terminated 
Murder now suspected in 15-floor fall of boy, 9 
Security Council gives Iran 30 days to allay nuclear 
Suspicions 
Bill to fingerprint, photograph arrivals clears Lower 
House 
GM offers Isuzu stake to Mitsubishi, Itochu 
Domestic News 
CPAs for Kanebo plead guilty (p2) 
Accountants helped fake Livedoor figures: SESC (p2) 
Chongqing bombing victims sue (p2) 
Seoul hits revised texts’ claims to Dokdo islets (p2) 
Foreign News 
French unions call new strike over controversial job 
law (p5) 
U.S. reporter Jill Carroll freed in Iraq (p5) 
Washington lobbyist gets 6 years for fraud (p6) 
Total eclipse of sun delights, scares onlookers (p7) 
Business News 
World Bank ups Japan outlook (p8) 
Bank earnings may be 30% higher than estimated (p8) 
U.S. economy hit rut in fourth quarter, growing at 
pace of 1.7% (p9) 
Sports News 
Sato fires Japan by Ecuador (p12) 
Wada enough to best WBC hero Matsuzaka (p12) 
Editorial 
Hope for human rights at the U.N. (p16) 


